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This Week at Christ Presbyterian Church 

Worship Assistants for April 20 

Greeters ................................. Linda Barber & Pete Bass 

Liturgist .................................... Jess West 

Events April 20 through April 27 

Today: 9:15 am Coffee Fellowship 

 9:45 am Church School for all ages 

 11:00 am Worship Service 

 8:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous 

Monday 8:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous 

Tuesday  No events scheduled 

Wednesday 6:30 pm Handbell Practice 

 7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday 8:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous 

Friday 8:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous 

Saturday  No events scheduled. 

Next Sunday:  

 9:45 am Church School for all ages 

 11:00 am Worship Service 

 8:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous 

Announcements 

Prayer Week 2008 

Thursday, May 1, is the National Day of Prayer, but we at Christ 

Presbyterian Church are extending that to a full week of prayer. From 

noon on next Sunday until noon on Sunday, May 4, we will observe Week 

of Prayer 2008. You are invited to make a Prayer Pledge that you will 

engage in prayer for a specific period of time during the Week of Prayer. 

Our goal is to make it a week overflowing with prayer. 

National Day of Prayer 

On Thursday, May 1, from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m., we will hold a special time of 

prayer in recognition of the National Day of Prayer. Various prayer 

resources will be available, and you are invited to come for some or all of 

that time. Also, feel free to invite folks from your neighborhood, workplace, 

or school. 

Come join our family of faith! 

Christ Presbyterian Church gladly welcomes all candidates for 

membership. If you are interested in joining the church, you 

may indicate this on the Friendship Pad and someone will call 

you. You also may contact our Pastor following the service, or 

through the church office at any time. Whether you already 

are a member of the Presbyterian denomination, are coming 

from another denomination, or are new to church life 

altogether ñ you are warmly invited to become a part of the 

Christ Presbyterian family of faith! 



the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if any 

are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at 

themselves in a mirror; for they look at themselves and, on going away, 

immediately forget what they were like. But those who look into the 

perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who 

forget but doers who act ð they will be blessed in their doing. If any 

think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive 

their hearts, their religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled 

before God, the Father, is this:  to care for orphans and widows in their 

distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 

ANTHEM 

SERMON Questions of Jesus: The Rev. Stacks 

Do You Not Understand? 

SECOND LESSON .......................................................... Mark 7:1-8, 14-23 

Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from 

Jerusalem gathered around him, they noticed that some of his disciples 

were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. (For the 

Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash 

their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; and they do not 

eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also 

many other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and 

bronze kettles.) So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, òWhy do 

your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat 

with defiled hands?ó He said to them, òIsaiah prophesied rightly about 

you hypocrites, as it is written, ôThis people honors me with their lips, but 

their hearts are far from me; in vain do they worship me, teaching 

human precepts as doctrines.õ You abandon the commandment of 

God and hold to human tradition.ó . . .Then he called the crowd again 

and said to them, òListen to me, all of you, and understand:  there is 

nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that 

come out are what defile.ó When he had left the crowd and entered 

the house, his disciples asked him about the parable. He said to them, 

òThen do you also fail to understand? Do you not see that whatever 

goes into a person from outside cannot defile, since it enters, not the 

heart but the stomach, and goes out into the sewer?ó (Thus he 

declared all foods clean.) And he said, òIt is what comes out of a 

person that defiles. For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil 

intentions come:  fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, 

wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. All these 

evil things come from within, and they defile a person.ó 

*ASCRIPTION OF PRAISE ................................... Gloria Patri (HYMN NO. 579) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 

Responding to the Word 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison) .................... from The Barmen Declaration  

Jesus Christ, as he is attested for us in Holy Scripture, is the one 

Word of God which we have to hear and which we have to trust 

and obey in life and in death. As Jesus Christ is Godõs assurance 

of the forgiveness of all our sins, so in the same way and with the 

same seriousness is he also Godõs mighty claim upon our whole 

life. Through him befalls us a joyful deliverance from the godless 

fetters of this world for a free, grateful service to his creatures. The 

Christian Church is the congregation of the brethren in which 

Jesus Christ acts presently as the Lord in Word and Sacrament 

through the Holy Spirit. As the church of pardoned sinners, it has 

Gathering Around the Word 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

CHIMES OF THE HOLY TRINITY 

*HYMN NO. 142 ........................................ All Hail the Power of Jesusõ Name 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

CONFESSION (unison) 

Lord, we let the busy -ness of our lives erode the intentions of our 

hearts. We give our personal agendas precedence over 

reaching out to others. We keep putting off being more active 

òdoers of the word.ó We resist change, letting our prejudices and 

ignorance limit our actions and thoughts. We half - listen to those 

who cry out to be fully heard. Gracious and merciful God, forgive 

us and help us make ourselves more available to the hurting 

world that surrounds us ð the world that begins on our doorsteps. 

Equip us to be patient and compassionate listeners, proclaiming 

the gospel not in overbearing ways, but with love and sensitivity. 

Strengthen us with the Holy Spirit to be fruitful and active 

witnesses to Jesus in all we do and say. It is in his name we pray. 

Amen.  

KYRIE NO. 572 
Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 

DECLARATION OF PARDON 

Proclaiming the Word 

PRAYER OF THE DAY .......................................................................... Liturgist 

FIRST LESSON .................................................................... James 1:17-27 

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, 

coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation 

or shadow due to change. In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us 

birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits 

of his creatures. You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be 

quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; for your anger does not 

produce Godõs righteousness. Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness 

and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the 

implanted word that has the power to save your souls. But be doers of 

The Lordõs Day 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

April 20, 2008     11:00 A.M. 

*Those who are able, please stand. 
The congregation will read the lines in bold type. 

Hymns numbered in the 2000s are found within the paperback hymnal 
supplement Sing the Faith. Unless otherwise noted, all other hymns are found 

within The Presbyterian Hymnal. 

to testify in the midst of a sinful world, with its faith as with its 

obedience, with its message as with its order, that it is solely his 

property, and that it lives and wants to live solely from his comfort 

and from his direction in the expectation of his appearance. The 

churchõs commission, upon which its freedom is founded, 

consists in delivering the message of the free grace of God to all 

people in Christõs stead, and therefore in the ministry of his own 

Word and work through sermon and Sacrament.  

*HYMN NO. 345 ................................... Dear Lord and Father of Mankind  

CONCERNS AND CELEBRATIONS 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORDõS PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever.  Amen.  

PRESENTATION OF GODõS TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS 

OFFERTORY 

*DOXOLOGY (HYMN NO. 592) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise 

him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 

Receive your tithes and these gifts, O God, for we offer them and 

our lives to be blessed and used in the doing of your word ñ 

witnessing to Jesusõ love and serving others in his name. May 

what we give and what we do in Jesusõ name be true and worthy 

actions of our hearts.  Amen.  

Carrying the Word Into the World 

*HYMN NO. 426 ................................ Lord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak  

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION (responsive) 

Loving God, increase our hope: 
Enable us to reach out for a better tomorrow and not be 

discouraged by temporary setbacks.  

Savior Christ, increase our faith: 
Help us trust your truth instead of what the world proclaims.  

Indwelling Spirit, increase our love: 
Inspire us to put into the world something of the joy and 

compassion you have put into our lives.  

For the sake of your new world, O Lord, 
All:  we go forth to love and serve in your name.  Amen!  

*POSTLUDE 

O Lord, who may abide in your tent? 
Who may dwell on your holy hill? 

Psalm 15:1 


