This Week at Christ Presbyterian Church
Worship Assistants for March 2

Greeters......ccoevuene Jane Gregg & Leigh Anne Hammer
Events March 2 through March 9
Today: Fourth Sunday in Lent

Lordds Supper Celebrated
5¢-Per-Meal Hunger Offering

8:30 am Session Meeting
9:15 am Coffee Fellowship
9:45 am Church School for all ages
11:00 am Worship Service
8:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous
Monday 8:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous
Tuesday 6:30 pm Circle #3 & Presbyterian Men
7:00 pm Circle #4 (Brenda Thomas)
Wednesday 6:30 pm Handbell Practice
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal
Thursday 8:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous
Friday 8:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous
Saturday 9:00 am Session Retreat
Next Sunday: Fifth Sunday in Lent
9:15 am Coffee Fellowship
9:45 am Church School for all ages
11:00 am Worship Service
8:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous
Announcements

Easter Baskets

Presbyterian Women is working with the Mecklenburg County
Department of Social Services (DSS) to provide Easter Baskets
for foster children. These are for children of all ages fi infants
through teens. We need candy (store-bought and individually
wrapped), small games, and stuffed animals, as well as baskets °
and clear cellophane for wrapping them. Completed baskets
are due to the church on or by Tuesday, March 4. If you have any
questions, please contact Debbie Burns, Sue Tanner, or the Church Office.
Easter Lilies

Hel p adorn the Sanctuary for Easter by p
honor or memory. Supply the Church Office with appropriate information

and payment of $8.50 per plant, with any
Presbyterian Churchdé and marked OEaster

Easter Egg Hunt & Picnic Saturday March 22

On the Saturday before Easter, children and accompanying adults are
invited to enjoy crafts, games, and a picnic, topped off with an Easter Egg
Hunt on the churchds | awn. The fun takes

The Questions of Jesus

Throughout his ministry, Jesus posed questions to the people he met. With
those same questions, Christ today challenges us to examine our lives and
hear his message for us. Join us in upcoming weeks as we hear anew The
Questions of Jesus .

March 9 Are You Still Sleeping?
March 16 Why Have You Forsaken Me?
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The Lor dos

Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 2, 2008 11:00 A.M.

In this is love: not that we loved God, but that Go

| oved us and sent
might live throughi béra 4m

Gathering Around the Word

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP (Tune: #417)
Hark! A new day is beginning,
As we gather in this place.
Darkness ends and light surrounds us
As His love shines in our face.
Come and Worship,
Come and Worship,
Worship Christ the Prince of Peace!

CHIMES OF THE HOLY TRINITY
FHYMN NO. 469 .....oooiiiii e Morning Has Broken
CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

When our behavior fails to reveal our belief that your love for us is
unconditional, forgive us, O God. When we alienate others through
judgmental or condescending attitudes, forgive us, O God. When we
believe that our faith experience is superior to the way others have
come to faith, forgive us, O God. When we insist or even give the

i mpression that the oOway we have al ways
requirement, forgive us, O God. When we believe that we are justified in
your eyes by our theology or our biblical knowledge, forgive us, O God,
and lead us toward grace. Amen.
DECLARATION OF PARDON
Proclaiming the Word
PRAYER OF THE DAY ...oiiiiiiiiiiii et Liturgist
FIRST LESSON uuiiitiiieiieiiiee et e et et s e e v e e ea e s s e eaas Psalm 22:23-31

You who fear the Lord, praise him! All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him; stand
in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! For he did not despise or abhor the
affliction of the afflicted; he did not hide his face from me, but heard when |
cried to him. From you comes my praise in the great congregation; my vows |
will pay before those who fear him. The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those
who seek him shall praise the Lord. May your hearts live forever! All the ends of
the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; and all the families of the
nations shall worship before him. For dominion belongs to the Lord, and he rules
over the nations. To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down;
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, and | shall live for him.
Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord, and
proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying that he has done it.
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SPRMON Questions of Jesus: The Rev. Stacks

Why Do You Trouble Her?

SECOND LESSON ... ciiiiiiiiiiiiaeeeeeeeeeeiiiians e e e e e eeeerann e e e e eeeenens Mark 14:3-9

While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at the table,
a woman came with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, and she
broke open the jar and poured the ointment on his head. But some were there

said to one another in anger, o0Why

rthls omtment could have been sold for more than three hundred denairii,
t 0

a goo
For you always have the poor with you, and you can show kindness to them
whenever you wish; but you will not always have me. She has done what she
could; she has anointed my body beforehand for its burial. Truly | tell you,
wherever the good news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done
wi || be told in remembrance of her. o

*ASCRIPTION OF PRAISE ....ccvviiiiiiiiiiieeeiiiie e Gloria Patri (HYMN No. 579)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

Responding to the Word

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (UNISON) ... veeeeee e ceeeeeee e Apostl esd

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and
in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he
rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to
judge the quick and the dead. | believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy
catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

*HYMN (tune: #434) ..oovviiviieiiiieeernennnn, When Mary Poured a Rich Perfume

When Mary poured a rich perfume on
her caring filled that humble room; the fragrance there was sweet.

But full of anger, Judas said, 0We
Why was her gift not sold in stead
The Lord replied, oLeave her al one!
daepe st RbpPgsng 1 d9vd tAbthshe has shown
the poor will always be with you, b

He blessed her and he thanked her, too, for giving lavishly.

O, Christ, what can your people bring to show you thanks and love?
You need no fragrant offering, for now you reign above.

Since there will never cease to be the poor throughout the land,
may we, your church, serve faithfully by offering them our hand.

CONCERNS AND CELEBRATIONS

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

PRESENTATION OF GOD& TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS
5¢-PeER-MEAL OFFERING

OFFERTORY

*DOXOLOGY (HymN No. 592)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise
him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)
Merciful God, we return your tithes and offer our gifts in gratitude for the
gift of your amazing grace. We pray that you will bless and accept
them and our lives as we go from here infused with your love and
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Creed

grace. Empower us anew with your Holy Spirit that we may graciously
anoint the lives of others with your love. This we pray in Jesus' name.
Amen.

SACRAMENT OF THE LORDG SUPPER
INVITATION TO THE LORD& TABLE
GREAT THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD& PRAYER (responsive)

The Lord be with .
And s it you < > LS9 1T

r-hearts.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
(Prayer by Pastor)
All: Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with choirs of
angels, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all of the
faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of your
name. And we come together as one body and make this prayer:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

HYMN No. 580 (sanctus)

Holy, Holy, Holy

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts, heaven and earth are full of thy glory. Glory
be to thee, O Lord Most High. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND DEDICATION OF THE ELEMENTS

AGNUS DEl

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.
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PRAYER FOLLOWING COMMUNION
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FHYMN NO. 78, Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE

*Those who are able, please stand.
The congregation will read the lines in bold type.
Hymns numbered in the 2000s are found within the paperback hymnal supplems
Singthe Faith. Unless otherwise noted, all other hymns are found witlhihe
PresbyterianHymnal
Call to WorshipWords © 2002 by Barbara Jamieson

When Mary Poured a Rich Perfume: Words © 2001 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette
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