
Now the day is over, 
Night is drawing nigh, 
Shadows of the evening 
Steal across the sky. 

Jesus, give the weary 
Calm and sweet repose, 
With thy tenderest blessing 
May mine eyelids close. 

Comfort those who suffer, 
Watching late in pain; 
Those who plan some evil 
From their sin restrain. 

When the morning wakens, 
Then may I arise 
Pure, and fresh, and sinless 
In thy holy eyes. 

 

The Maundy Thursday liturgy is one of endings and 
beginnings. What was begun on Ash Wednesday is brought to 
a close here tonight. Moreover, what begins tonight does not 
end until the resurrection of Easter. It is the ancient Triduum, 
"The Three Sacred Days," which lead us to Easter: Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday with its Vigil of 
Easter. 

The liturgy tonight begins with everyone gathered in friendly 
companionship, then moving to the table. This serves as the 
bridge between the ending of Lent and the beginning of the 
Triduum. The theme is love:  God’s love for his people shown 
through his saving works throughout history, and our 
Savior's love for us, expressed in the washing of the disciples' 
feet, in giving himself in bread and wine, in dying upon the 
cross.  

It is a love Christ has commanded us to pass on to others. 
Maundy is from the Latin word mandatum. It means 
commandment. On this night, we remember the saying of 
Jesus: “A new commandment I give to you: that you love one 
another even as I have loved you.” 

The prayers are said. The table is made ready. The time of 
the Lord's Supper arrives, and our Lord is revealed in bread 
and wine as once he revealed himself to his disciples. It is a 
solemn moment, but we cannot linger here. Nor could the 
Lord. His betrayal was imminent. 

Before we know it, the markings of betrayal will be seen 
before us. Good Friday is inescapable. The powers of 
darkness will do their work. But, for tonight, we ask God’s 
blessing and depart without benediction. The Triduum 
continues with the Good Friday Tenebrae tomorrow at 7:30 
p.m. in the Sanctuary. 
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We gather in God’s presence . . . 
GREETING 

We are here to keep the Upper Room meal with Jesus.  

We are the friends and companions of Christ.  

GATHERING PRAYER 

Let us pray:  Blessed are you, Sovereign God, creator of the 

universe.  

You have created an awe -inspiring  place for us to dwell.  

Blessed are you, Eternal One. By compassion and justice  

you have liberated Israel and brought your people to a holy 

land.  

Blessed are you, Redeeming God. By your persistent love  

you came in Christ to redeem the lost and heal the sick.  

Blessed are you, Sustaining God. By your Spirit  

you give us hope for a world where all suffering is ended and 

the creation is renewed.  

With love you have given us, O God, holy days for gladness, 

Sabbath days for rest, festivals and seasons for rejoicing, this 

day of unleavened bread, the season of our deliverance with 

love.  

All:  You have called us and made us a holy people to bear 

Christõs light into all of life. Amen . 

to hear and enact God’s Word . . . 
Please find a place to sit at the table to celebrate the meal, 

then light a candle and introduce yourself to those around 

you. Invite them to share a high or low point they  

experienced today.  

PRELUDE 

REMEMBRANCE 

Welcome to this table. Tonight we gather. Tonight we remem-

ber. We remember friends at table. We remember bread and 

wine. We remember betrayal and fear.  

What is Passover?  

The Passover feast is a happy time to remember that God deliv-

ered our Hebrew brothers and sisters from slavery.  

FIRST READING ......................................................... Deuteronomy 16:1 -7 

Why do we bother with the Passover today?  

At the Passover every year, it is said: òIn every generation, each 

of us must feel as if we ourselves had engaged in the struggle 

for freedom, and gone forth from Pharaohõs slavery. We join 

with Moses and Miriam and all the people of Israel, and with 

Jesus and his friends, and with our Jewish brothers and sisters 

today, to proclaim Godõs goodness and pray for Godõs freedom 

for all who are oppressed and enslaved.ó 

GOSPEL READING ............................................................... Mark 14:12 -16 

On this Maundy Thursday, this table is set with bread and with 

the fruit of the vine so that we, too, may join in Christõs meal. 

Why do we call this night Maundy Thursday? Why do we eat 

bread and drink the fruit of the vine?  

Maundy is from the Latin word mandatum . It means command-

ment. On this night, we remember the saying of Jesus: òA new 

commandment I give to you: that you love one another even 

as I have loved you.ó 

As we eat unleavened bread and drink from the cup, we re-

member Jesusõ last supper with his friends. We gratefully re-

member Jesusõ life given for us and his life blood poured out for 

us. We are strengthened to be part of Christõs life-giving love.  

Listen again to Jesusõ words: 

GOSPEL READING .............................................................. Mark 14: 22 -25 

and to respond with . . . 
BREAKING BREAD, LIFTING CUP, SHARING THE G IFTS 

INVITATION TO THE LORDõS TABLE 

GREAT THANKSGIVING AND  THE LORDõS PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS 

PRAYER 

M ILK AND  HONEY 

We continue to feast together on bread, milk, and honey.  

Why do we eat milk and honey and bread?  

We remember Godõs words to Moses: òI have seen the misery 

of my people who are in Egypt é.And I have come to deliver 

themé.and to bring them é.to a good and broad land, a land 

flowing with milk and honey.ó (Exodus 3:7-8) 

We consume milk and honey in anticipation of that great day 

when all of Godõs people will have enough, and all of Godõs 

people will live in freedom in a land where all can be at home.  

We eat and drink and talk with one another.  

and to await the time. 
The Supper is over. It is time to leave this place and keep vigil 

with Christ in his suffering, death, and burial. But Easter is com-

ing.  

GOSPEL READING .................................................... Mark 14:26 -32; 43-50 

*HYMN (IN BULLETIN) ............................................... Now the Day is Over  

POSTLUDE 

*Those who are able, please stand.  

The congregation will read the lines in bold type.  

There is no benediction, because our worship is not complete until 
we announce Christ’s resurrection on Easter Morning. Please de-
part for a time, and return tomorrow night at 7:30 p.m., when we 
continue our Passion vigil with Tenebrae: A Service of Shadows. 
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